Ammonia intoxication and hyperpolarizing postsynaptic inhibition.
Systemic ammonia intoxication abolished the hyperpolarizing action of postsynaptic inhibition in the CNS at tissue concentrations of NH+4 which are sufficient to produce the earliest signs of encephalopathy. Therefore, the action of NH+4 on hyperpolarizing postsynaptic inhibition has to be considered as the cause, or as a contributing cause, of the encephalopathy due to systemic ammonia intoxication.